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ship. Koxinga died a miserable death after having been
king of Formosa for little more than twelve months. He
was succeeded by his son, who reigned for twelve years. His
grandson was very young when he succeeded his father in
the government of Formosa, and, finding it increasingly
difficult to maintain his independence alongside the growing
success of the great Manchu authority, he tendered his submis-
sion in 168 3, thus bringing Formosa under direct control of the
Emperor at Peking; and this continued until it was ceded to
Japan in 1895, after the war with China. In the interval, it
figured in history on several occasions, but into details of these
we cannot meantime enter. It may be noted, however, that the
Chinese troops in the island at the time of cession attempted
to establish a republic, but it was very short-lived. The
whole of the Chinese Mandarinate left the island, which at
once passed under the control of the Japanese, who were not
long in making their influence felt; and it is admitted by all
impartial witnesses, that their influence has been largely,
if not entirely, for good. One of their first acts was the
issue of a proclamation forbidding the importation of opium,
except for medicinal purposes, thus following the example
of what had been done in their own country when inter-
course with foreigners was resumed. It was, however,
impossible to carry out such an extreme measure, on account
of the hold which the opium habit had got on the people,
and strict regulations were made regarding it; the intention
however, being, as soon as possible, to prohibit its use,
except for medicinal purposes.

In 1896 the Japanese Government laid down a general
line of policy to be followed in Formosa, and most of the pro-
jects then advanced are now accomplished facts,
Tne following were the chief proposals : (i) the
development of the administrative organisation;
(2) the enlargement of the police force ; (3) the improve-
ment of sanitation and the settlement of the opium
question; (4) the improvement of shipping facilities; and
(5) railway construction, road-making, and harbour works.